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48.                     TO ROBERT LANGSLOW

JUNE 1831

Hitherto unpublished.   My text is taken from a transcript supplied by Mrs.
Fuller.

Essex Court Temple/2
My dear Mr. Langslow,

It appears with regard to my engagement with Mr. TapprellI3
some misunderstanding exists, which I am happy to be able to
remedy,

I had asked a friend and country neighbour of mine Mr. Elliot
the barrister, what course of reading he should recommend me to
pursue and whether he could introduce me to a special pleader with
whom I might read. This last question I asked him by letter the
day I returned from Cambridge for I was sorry I had lost so much
time and wished as much as possible to make up for my idleness.
On the same evening (after I had sent the letter) you called on me
and offered me assistance which I was most glad and grateful to
accept. The next morning came a note from Elliott saying that he
had spoken with Mr. Taprell with whom I might read either im-
mediately or next term. Mr. Taprell recommended my beginning
immediately, which I did.14 You will now see, I am sure, that I was
placed in circumstances which rendered it impossible for me to ask
advice which otherwise I should so gladly have followed.

My only fault lay in not having consulted you before I com-

" Thackeray had chambers at 5 Essex Court from June 3, 1831, when he was
admitted to the Middle Temple, until November, 1833 (John Hutchinson,
Catalogue of Notable Middle Templars, London, 1902, p. 241). It will be re-
called that the Temple figures in several of Thackeray's stories, most notably in
Pendennis and "The Amours of Mr. Deuceace."

13 William Taprell, a special pleader, whose chambers were at I Hare Court
(Law List, 1831), was Thackeray's master for some months.  G. P. Elliot had
chambers at 2 Essex Court and went on the western circuit, Exeter and Devon
sessions. He was a special pleader rather than a barrister.  (Law List, 1832)

14 Thackeray was admitted to the Temple during the Trinity term, which
extended in 1831 from May 23 to June 13, He would otherwise have had to
wait until November 2, when the Michaelmas term began.